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Adobe Reader Alternatives and File 
Manipulation

This month we’ll take a look at several 
free or low-cost shareware PDF read-
ers and file manipulators to see what 

can be done if you don’t have Adobe’s 
professional tools to whip that PDF file 

you just created into shape. 
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May 2010

We meet the second Wednesday of each month, 
6:30-7:00 p.m. social time, main meeting 7:00-8:45 
p.m. at the Fishers Library. 5 Municipal Dr. just north 
of 116th St. in Fishers. Visitors are always welcome to 
come and join us.

West Side Senior SIG

We would like to start a Special Interest Group (SIG) 
for seniors. The group would meet on the West Side 
during daylight hours. If you are interested, please 
contact Dick Bowers by e-mail or call 317-280-1841.

Mac ProSIG

The third Monday of each month, Apple Represen-
tative Greg Willmore hosts the Mac Programmer’s 
SIG. You should email Greg for specific information. 
willmore@apple.com Location varies.

Final Cut Pro User Group

The INDYFCPUG meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month from 7:00-9:30 p.m. Since the location may 
vary, please be sure to check their website.

ApplePickers Main Meeting

May 12th

http://www.hepl.lib.in.us/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=Fishers+Library,+Fishers,+IN&ll=39.911843,-86.060371&spn=0.154844,0.246506&om=1
mailto:rbowersindy@comcast.net
mailto:willmore@apple.com
http://www.indy-fcpug.org/


ApplePickers Officers

President			   Vacant				   president@applepickers.org
Public Relations		  Gareth Souders		  pr@applepickers.org
Past President			  Bob Carpenter		  bobc@applepickers.org
Secretary			   Irv Haas			   irv@applepickers.org
Treasurer			   Ron Beechler			   ronb@applepickers.org
WebMaster			   Steve Johnson		  webmaster@applepickers.org

Newsletter Production

Editor this month		  Randy Marcy			   randy@applepickers.org
Editor next month		  Bob van Lier			   bobv@applepickers.org
The Review Guru		  Irv Haas			   irv@applepickers.org

About the ApplePickers			             	 Newsletter Information

ApplePickers is a not-for-profit educational organiza-
tion. We are made up of volunteers who donate their 
time for the community advancement of computing. 
We are in the business of giving away information. All 
are welcome to join and we encourage you to get in-
volved. Contact anyone mentioned above or write to: 
ApplePickers, P.O.Box 20136, Indianapolis, IN., 46220

Remember that ApplePickers is here to help you. 
This help comes from our many members who 
give of their time and talents to the group. Please 
help us to help you by giving something in return. 
 
Opinions expressed herein are those of the authors 
and may not be construed as the official views of the 
ApplePickers MUG.

                             ApplePickers Message Boards                                                        New Information

We welcome members’ contributions to the newslet-
ter. Submission deadline is the 20th of the month. 
Please send articles to the editor for that month. Bob 
is the editor next month. ApplePickers accepts a mem-
ber’s classified ad free of charge once every 6 months.  
Business ads are also accepted. 

Email pr@applepickers.org for more information, or 
visit our website:   www.applepickers.org
Advertisement rates are as follows:
Business card size - 3” x 2.5” $60 per 6 months
Quarter page size - 3.75” x 5” $100 per 6 months

All advertisement requests must be approved by the 
board prior to inclusion in the newsletter. Full color or 
grayscale ads have the same price.  We request that 
your ad be “camera ready” art. 300dpi  is preferred. 
Email ads to either newsletter editor

Come and join us at the ApplePickers’ new Message 
Boards!  Ask questions, read other ApplePickers mem-
ber’s postings. See gossip and news and special an-
nouncements. The ApplePickers Message Boards are 
a valuable and useful member benefit!  Free subscrip-
tions for ApplePickers members. To join point your 
browser of choice to www.applepickers.org, and click 
on  the Forum tab on the top of the website.  If you 
need an account or lost your password, please E-mail 
Bob van Lier at bobv@applepickers.org.
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As a new benefit to members, we offer the ability to 
have your own @applepickers.org e-mail address.          
If you are interested in setting up an ApplePickers 
e-mail address for yourself, please send an e-mail     
request to Bob van Lier   and give us the address you 
wish to have and whether you just want a forwarding 
account or a regular e-mail account. 

mailto:president@applepickers.org
mailto:pr@applepickers.org
mailto:bobc@applepickers.org
mailto:irv@applepickers.org
mailto:ronb@applepickers.org
mailto:webmaster@applepickers.org
mailto:randy@applepickers.org
mailto:bobv@applepickers.org
mailto:irv@applepickers.org
mailto:pr@applepickers.org
http://www.applepickers.org
http://www.applepickers.org
mailto:bobv@applepickers.org
mailto:bobv@applepickers.org
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Review:  DYMO Labelwriter ® 450           
   By Irv Haas - The Review Guru

If you are looking for an easy way to create labels 
and bypass standard word processors in the 

process, check out the Dymo LabelWriter® 450: 
Professional Label Printer.

If you are frustrated trying to create labels in 
programs such as Pages, MS Word or similar applications, 
you could benefit from the LabelWriter® 450.  The 
labels for this printer come in rolls made by Dymo.  
Whenever you need a label, just go to the Dymo 
app and print out your label.  (See attached screen 
dump).

Options

Like most word processors, the Dymo app offers 
varied choices for your labels:  fonts, size, clip art, 
alignment, style, etc.  You get a lot of flexibility.  Want 
to add bold text, italics, and clip art from your Mac?  
It’s all within the scope of this program.

You can print labels from within MS Word, the Mac 
Address Book, etc. as well.  You can select from 60 label 
layouts and add your own graphics

Just load a roll of labels and you’re set to go.  A 
starter set of 130 labels comes with the 450.   Prices 
can be steep, however, when comparing print costs 
with a laser or inkjet printer.  

Print Costs

An inkjet/laser printer uses 8-1/2” x 11” label sheets, 
which can cost between $15 and $25 for a package 
of 3,000 labels of 100 sheets (30 per sheet).  Compare 
this figure to Dymo label rolls

Paper Type No. of Labels Price Price/Label

Laser/Inkjet 3000 $20 .006
Dymo Roll 130 $11 .085
Dymo Roll 350 $22 .062
Dymo Roll 700 $26 .037

As you can see the Dymo LabelWriter® 450, while 
convenient, can be super expensive compared to 
other standard printers.

One factor overlooked in these numbers is that the 
450 uses thermal imaging rolls which only require 
heat and no ink cartridges.  So you would be saving 
the cartridge expense.

Installation

The install of this Dymo printer was quick and 
straightforward.  The printer comes with a Mac-
compatible CD-ROM.  You just need to run it and you 
will immediately find the Dymo printer within your 
Print and Fax section of System Preferences.  Note that there 
was a later version of the software online than what 
was on the CD-ROM.
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After downloading the software, just add the 
included USB cable.

Features

Resolution and Speed – The LabelWriter® 450 has a 
resolution of 300 dpi (dots-per-inch) and prints up to 
51 labels per minute.  These two factors results in a 
graphics mode of 600 x 300 dpi.

No ink or toner  - As mentioned above, this 
printer uses thermal technology to print on special 
thermal paper (much like a retail receipt) and as a 
consequence has no cartridge costs.

Size - Its small size (5” x 5.5” x 7” (WHD) takes up very 
little room on your desktop.

Stamp Printing – This printer will print stamp labels 
for letters or packages.

Label Sizes – 1-1/8”(address labels) to 2-1/2” widths 
(packaging labels)

Postage Printing

One of the LabelWriter® 450’s benefits is its ability 
to print postage stamps.  While this is technically 
correct.  There are some caveats that need to be 
addressed.

There are two programs to print stamps.

1)	 No Fee Program: For a starter fee 
of $49.99, you will receive special 
stamp software and 2 rolls of specially 
treated stamp rolls.  You can then print 
out only standard stamps for letters or 
postcards.

2)	 Fee Program: For $15.95/mo ($9.95/
mo for PCs) you can print out stamps 
in any denomination for letters, pack-
ages (Parcel Post, Priority Mail, Media 
Mail, etc.)  You still have to buy the 
special labels at a cost of 6-8 cents 
each.

Both of these programs seem to be especially pricey 
due to the extra fees incurred.  A business with a 
large mail output could reap the savings of these 
extra costs, but a home situation with few mailings a 
week would find it costly.

Conclusion

The LabelWriter® 450 is an easy to use and install 
device.  Just open the app and print out the text 
(and graphics if desired) and this printer spits them 
out instantly. This printer is much like cell phone 
service. 

List price of this printer is $129.99, but discounts can 
be found around $90.  The hardware piece is priced 
extremely low; the incidental costs drive the price 
much higher

Nowhere is this conundrum found more than in its 
postage printing function.  It works as advertised as 
long as you are aware of the extra charges involved.

Also, note that the printer does black printing only, 
although you can purchase color labels.

If you want a small footprint printer to expressly 
print out labels effortlessly, consider the Dymo 
LabelWriter® 450., but beware of the incidental 
charges as well.
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Updating Your GPS           
   By Irv Haas - The Review Guru

Having just purchased a Garmin 1450 GPS, I 
wanted to make sure I had the latest mapping 

data.  For that purpose, I visited Garmin’s site and got 
my free download.

However, I noticed that there was a newer 2011 
upgrade on their site.  Unfortunately, the 2010 
update was all that was offered at no charge.  If I 
wanted newer data, I would have to pay for it.

If you’ve wanted to update your GPS in order to 
have more current mapping data, you have several 
options open to you each with their own pros and 
cons.  These options are based on Garmin’s options 
and may be applicable to other vendors as well.

The three main GPS 
manufacturers are Garmin, 
Magellan and TomTom.  Of 
these three, only Garmin 
and Tom-Tom offer Mac 
compatibility.  So if you want 
to update either the firmware 
or the mapping software, just 
connect your GPS to your Mac 
to upgrade these items.  To 
date, Magellan does not offer 
Mac support.

Option #1: One-time Map Update

This would seem to be the easiest solution for 
updating.  Most GPS manufacturers offer a one-time 
upgrade option.  If your GPS is a few years old and 
you recognize that there are new streets out there, 
you can do a one-time map update.   For $69.99 
Garmin offers two options here, either a download 
from their site or a purchase of an update DVD.  Be 
aware that the DVD purchase would also incur a 
shipping charge.

Option #2: Lifetime Mapping Update

If you do much traveling and require frequent map 
updates, this could be your best option.  For $119.99, 

Garmin offers lifetime updating (up to 4 times a year) 
done through downloading only.  

Be warned that this lifetime update means the life 
of your physical GPS—not your lifetime.  So if you 
purchase another GPS down the road, you would 
be required to buy another lifetime update; your 
existing lifetime update would be invalid on the new 
GPS.

Garmin offers very little assistance with this process.  
For your $120, you get a credit-sized card with a 
website to locate and your Product Key exclusive to your 
purchase and no other information.

Installing Your Update

Installing your update would 
seem to be a simple task, but it 
has its own problems.  
The primary problem is speed 
of downloading.  For me, the file 
was 2.4GB and with a DSL speed 
of 2.5-3.0 mbps took 2 and 3/4 
hours for the download to occur.  

After this step is completed, you 
need to upload the data to your 
GPS, which is plugged into your 

Mac with a mini-USB cable.  It takes an additional 
30 minutes for this upload.  As you can see, the 
updating time is well over 3 hours!

Problems can arise with the downloading.  Either 
option requires a Product Key that is an 8 digit 
alphanumeric code for validation.  Upon completion 
of the download, you are requested for your launch 
Product Key in order to install the data on to your GPS.

When my Product Key did not work, I called Garmin 
for assistance.  After nearly 30 minutes on hold, the 
technical support person informed me that I needed 
a second Product Key that was located in my Garmin 
account.  Nowhere was this information located.  If 
Garmin had                           Continued Page 12    
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REVIEW: Seagate FreeAgent Theater + HD Media Player         
   By Irv Haas - The Review Guru 

Looking for a way to integrate your photos and 
videos into your TV?  Check out the Seagate 

FreeAgent Theater+ HD Media Player.

This is a simple way to download those photos, 
movies and music from your Mac and play them on 
your TV.  Just connect your network to this device 
and move those files on the FreeAgent Theater+ and 
then watch them on your set.

Seagate has included composite and analog video 
cables.  Unfortunately, you need to supply your own 
HDMI cable if you plan on making connections to 
your HD set.

A remote has also been included to wirelessly 
control your media without having to be right in 
front of the unit itself.

Be aware that this 
media player has no 
hard drive.  You can 
purchase Seagate’s 500 GB portable hard drives for 
about $100 each or buy a combo unit with the drive 
for $200.

Setup

Instead of a full instruction manual, Seagate has 
included a foldout Quick Start Guide to aid you in 
setting up this device.  For more information, you 
can use the full PDF manual found on the CD.

Unfortunately, I was not able to test out this media 
player since the above instructions required you 
to hook up your Theater+ to your network and TV 
together.  Since I have no network access on my TV 
(on another floor) this was not possible.

To make matters worse, this device is not wireless 
which would have overcome the problem noted 
above.

Features

• An easy way to enjoy your photos, movies 
and music on your TV
• Supports HDMI connectivity and 1080p HD 
playback
• Ethernet connection (wireless adapter         
optional)

Included Items

1)	 Media Player
2)	 AV cable
3)	 Component cable
4)	 Ethernet cable
5)	 Power Supply
6)	 Quick Start Guide
7)	 Software and user guide (PDF)

Evaluation

The Seagate 
FreeAgent+ Theater 
seems to have all the 

components necessary to view your videos, music 
or photos on your TV.  However, you still need 
to spend an extra $100 to make this a complete 
workable unit.  This player alone has a $149.99 list, 
but can be purchased online for around $100.  Add 
in the hard drive, makes this a $200 purchase.  Are 
there less expensive units on the market that could 
do the same thing?
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Freshly Squeezed Reviews:    Truly the Digital Video Shoebox    
   By Frank Petrie 

Product: iDive v2
Author: Aquafadas <www.aquafadas.com/en/idive-
digital-video/>
Requirements: Mac OS X 10.5 or later; 1-GHz G4, G5, 
or Mac Intel; 1G of RAM
App Price: $79.00; upgrade from v1 - $29
Test Rig: MBP 13”

Whether you’re a backyard Spielberg or a 
professional videographer, you inevitably 

accumulate a ton of footage to keep track of, be it for 
a single project or archiving. You could create several 
folders and, if you are archiving, .Zip them. But you’re 
working on a computer! Shouldn’t it be doing the 
work Instead of you?

“Create and organize your video catalogue. iDive 
offers videographers, both professionals and 
amateur enthusiasts, the possibility of managing 
video footage collections. iDive transforms your 
videos into a catalog that’s easy and quick to put 
together and access.”

Does the application live up to its promise in a true 
production workflow?

THE JUICE

With iDive v2, you first capture your digital footage 
and organize it by date and/or event. Just hook your 
camera to your Mac, launch iDive, click a few times 
and you’re importing your footage. 

Once captured, your footage is then logged. You 
can even catalogue your CDs and DVDs, not just 
memories from your camcorder tapes. You can even 
organize clips that you download from the intent, 
from sites such as You Tube. Think of it as a video 
iPhoto, in that sense.

As for cataloging, iDive works in many formats from 
the ubiquitous QuickTime to MPEG2 and AVCHD (it 
is also linked to Aquafadas’ VideoPier, to read other 

formats). You can navigate your libraries in either 
list or thumbnail mode. You can also set it to import 
your footage and separate it by scenes. This takes 
longer to perform but could save you a ton of time 
in post.

As for exporting, you can export your chosen 
footage to any Quicktime format from iPhone/iPod 
touch to Apple TV. You can save the thumbnails from 
throughout your clips as images. You can export 
directly to iMovie, Final Cut Express, Final Cut Pro, 
Avid and iPhoto.

THE PULP

iDive v2 sports a new GUI which I found easy to use 
on the small real estate of my 13” MacBook Pro. I 
was able to access any library, view all relevant clip 
information , such as aspect ratio, clip duration, etc. 
Plus, there’s even a small screen at the bottom of the 
pane to watch my clip. And, if I wish, I can switch it to 
full screen mode.

At first, I felt a little daunted when I launched the 
program. But their support is so thorough that I was 
able to answer my initial question in no time with 
their extensive .PDF file. After that, the interface led 
you through the steps effortlessly.

THE RIND

Nada.

SUMMARY

If you’re going to be juggling any amount of footage, 
then you most definitely need to get iDive. And if 
you do any video work for a living or income, then 
Aquafadas’ iDive will pay for itself within your first 
production. You don’t have to waste your time 
(i.e.., money) cataloguing your libraries or, more 
expensive yet, paying someone to do it for you.

         Continued Page 12

www.aquafadas.com/en/idive-digital-video/
www.aquafadas.com/en/idive-digital-video/


If you have been looking for a compact camera with 
12MP (megapixel) resolution, Nikon’s EXPEED digital 

imaging technology, wide 4X optical zoom and 
advanced image stabilization features at a price that 
won’t break the bank, check out the Nikon Coolpix 
S3000 Digital Camera, a new model for 2010.

This camera demonstrates how far camera 
technology has come in both features and pricing.  
This camera is a 12MP compact camera that 
measures only 3.5” (w) x 2.0” (h) x ½” (w).  Although 
this camera retails for $149.99, discounts can be 
found around $140.

Its small size will amaze you.  To call this a “pocket” 
camera is a misnomer.  You could probably fit 3 of 
these cameras in many pockets!  Is your camera only 
½” thin?

Basic Features

The MP resolution of 12 is amazing for a camera this 
small.    Of course, this is not an important concern 
for most enthusiasts unless you are into making 
large prints.  Nikon suggests this resolution will let 
you create prints as large as 16” x 20.”

The LCD screen size of 2.7” is huge for a camera of this 
size.  You won’t have any problems viewing your images 
on this screen.  The down side of all this is that for such 
a large screen, the control buttons are unusually small, 
especially for someone with big fingers.
This camera uses a wide 4X optical zoom.  However 
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REVIEW: Nikon Coolpix S3000 Digital Camera         
   By Irv Haas - The Review Guru 

when coupled with a NIKKOR glass lens, you get 
extremely sharp images. 

Memory

Like most digital camera, the S3000 uses memory 
cards to store photos.  This Nikon uses the standard 
SD cards or the newer SDHC (High Capacity) cards 
for storing photos.  The S3000 comes with 47MB 
of internal storage that will yield 2-18 photos 
depending on resolution.  

With an SD card, you can expect up to 2210 photos 
on one 2GB card.  With larger capacity SD cards, 
your number could go up even higher.  The S3000 
can take up to 32GB-size cards.

Nikon’s Technology Features

Nikon has provided a lot of technology into the 
S3000.  Check out some of these technology 
features to prevent shooting errors:

	EXPEED digital imaging technology 
automatically controls the entire picture-
taking operation from image capturing to 
processing

	Image stabilizing features compensates 
for the effects of camera shake.  Its Motion 
Detection automatically controls shutter 
speed and other variables.

	Scene Auto Selector eliminates the need to 
manually select a scene mode to match the 
shot. (Night mode, sports mode, close up, 
mode, etc.)

	Smart Portrait System is Nikon’s face-
finding technology that automatically 
focuses on up to 12 faces in a group portrait.

	Smile Mode automatically releases the 
shutter when your subject smiles. No more 
blank looks from your subjects!
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	D-Lighting rescues dark or backlit images 
by improving brightness and detail where 
needed.

Color Choices

The trend these days is to bring out cameras in 
various colors, similar to the iPod nano choices!  

Nikon has really overdone it this time.  The S3000 
comes in plum, black, blue, green, orange and grey.

Although these color choices may not be all that 
significant, you will find that the different colors have 
different prices as well depending on demand.

Mac Support

This Nikon camera technically does not have drivers 
that work with Macs.  However, it seemed to work 
well with iPhoto and instantly downloaded its 
photos without installing the included CD software.  

If you feel you need support, Nikon includes their 
Nikon Transfer software program to move images 
from the camera directly into your Mac.

Battery Options

The Nikon S3000 uses a new proprietary battery 
that is extremely thin to fit into this extremely thin 
camera.  It is a Li-ion (EN-EL10) which measures 
1-1/2” x 1” x ¼”!

Don’t plan on finding this battery at your local store.  
You can find it online between $10-$17 depending 
on whether it is a Nikon or generic.

Evaluation

The pictures from the S3000 came out quite sharp 
and clear from such a compact camera.   The 
flash impressively distributed light a good 10-
12 feet away.  However, shots without the flash 
demonstrated a fair amount of grain.

A point-and-shoot camera like the S3000 
demonstrated weakness of other similar models 
when compared against an SLR like my current 
D3000, namely shutter lag and specific focusing 
issues.

Negatives

All cameras have some shortcomings.  You just need 
to find one you can live with.

A basic problem mentioned earlier is that the large 
2.7” LCD screen reduces the button sizes on the rear 
of the camera.  This could be a real problem for those 
with large hands and fingers.

Removing images is a simple task.  With the Nikon 
S3000 just press the trash icon to remove your last 
image.    Most other cameras offer you a delete one or 
delete all option.  

The S3000 makes things more difficult.  With this 
camera however, if you want to delete multiple 
images you have to get into the Playback Menu and 
then select Delete One or Select All before you delete 



them.   A simple option on the trash button to delete 
one or all would have eliminated this problem.

Another drawback is Nikon’s omission of a viewing 
lens due to its small size.  Yes, the camera has a nice 
2.7-inch LCD, but with light changing, it would be 
nice to occasionally look through the viewfinder 
as well.  I realize that Nikon like other camera 
manufacturers can save money by eliminating this 
feature.

Manuals

To cut costs, Nikon has provided a24-page Quick 
Start Guide to get you going with the S3000.  

However, if you need more complete information, 
Nikon has included the full 184-page manual on a 
CD.
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Have you been looking for an emulator for your Mac? If so check out http://www.emuwiki.com/index.
php?title=Emulation_on_Macintosh

You will find items for Atari, Nintendo 64 and a ton of others.

Also find emulators for DOS/Windows, Linux and other systems

Emulation on the Macintosh        
  

What’s Included?

Nikon has included the following items in the box:

1)	 Nikon S3000 Coolpix Digital Camera
2)	 AC Adapter/Charger
3)	 EN-EL10 Li-Ion Rechargeable Battery
4)	 USB Cable
5)	 Audio-Video Cable
6)	 Strap
7)	 Coolpix Software Suite CD-ROM (not needed 

with iPhoto)
8)	 User’s Manual on CD-ROM

Conclusion

The Nikon Coolpix S3000 Digital 
Camera is hard to beat for 
someone looking for a small 
digital camera to easily place in 
pocket or purse.  The features 
of this camera, usually found in 
more expensive cameras, are an 
added bonus.

For under $150, as a primary camera for someone 
new to digital photography or as a backup camera 
for an experienced photographer the S3000 is one 
serious contender.

http://www.emuwiki.com/index.php?title=Emulation_on_Macintosh
http://www.emuwiki.com/index.php?title=Emulation_on_Macintosh
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6 Best Free Mac Video Converters
By UG Infomanager 

This article talks about a collection of free Mac video converters. Some of these weren’t familiar to me.

1. HandBrake
Originally, a DVD ripping tool, has become more of a universal video converter with its most recent release. 
Now it can handle pretty much any format and change it to another one.

2. ffmpegX
ffmpegX is that it’s based on a large collection of Unix tools wrapped in a simple drag and drop interface.

3. MPEG Streamclip
A is a drag and drop utility for exporting to a chosen video format.

4. Prism Video Converter
Is a simple to use converter that doesn’t support as many formats, but has a simple interface.

5. iSquint
Is no longer under production, but has been turned into an open source project. It converts videos for 
iTunes.

6. FLV2iTunes
Can take a number of video formats and convert them into an iTunes-friendly codec. It can import video 
directly into iTunes.

Read the full article with links to the applications here: http://www.macyourself.com/2009/03/26/6-best-
free-mac-video-converters-to-handle-nearly-any-file-format/

Want to see all 66 of the Mac Vs PC “Get A Mac” campaign??  Check out
http://adweek.blogs.com/adfreak/get-a-mac-the-complete-campaign.html?id=nr

http://www.macyourself.com/2009/03/26/6-best-free-mac-video-converters-to-handle-nearly-any-file-format/
http://www.macyourself.com/2009/03/26/6-best-free-mac-video-converters-to-handle-nearly-any-file-format/
http://adweek.blogs.com/adfreak/get-a-mac-the-complete-campaign.html?id=nr
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Application for Membership

Membership has its’ benefits.  
An ApplePickers membership offers the following 
benefits, plus many more: 
 
	 • The ability to view and post on our  
	   message boards. 
	 • The ability to have your own email  
	   address - ___@applepickers.org
	 • The ability to place a free ad every
	   6 months.
	 • The ability to participate in all club
	    raffles and auctions

GPS Continued from Page 5
included  a specific update information sheet 
along with the “credit card” this call would not 
have been necessary.  Overall, the update process 
took nearly 4 hours to complete!  To avoid all of 
this, consider Option #3.

Option #3: Buy a New GPS

Considering how much Garmin and other 
manufacturers charge for their map updating, 
buying a new GPS may be a more attractive 
solution.

GPS units have fallen in price dramatically over 
the last 3 years.   Priced typically in the $500-1000 
range, they can now be found for $100 with fully 
featured models around $150.

One of the key benefits of a new GPS is that 
you are receiving a current map update at no 
additional charge.

Conclusion

If you have a GPS and like the features on the unit, 
keep it and consider a map upgrade instead for 
much less than a new model.  But if you have an 
older GPS, buying a 2010 model may be more 
attractive.  Only you can decide which of these 
choices is best for you.  

I have used several Aquafadas products 
(particularly Pulp and Advanced Pulp) and can’t say 
enough about their quality or attention to detail. 
Even to the point that the creators man the forums. 
Can’t ask for better support than that.

You know the more video applications advance, 
I can’t help but feel that we have now officially 
surpassed the workflow of Max Headroom.

RATING : 10 of 10
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